
The New Testament places great
stress upon the ceremony and
symbolism of water baptism. It is

a deeply meaningful initiatory rite
referred to in Hebrews 6:1 as one of the
foundational doctrines of Christian belief.
John the Baptist is the one who introduced
water baptism as a ceremony through
which one outwardly demonstrates his
inward attitude of repentance and his
desire to submit to God.

Christ placed His stamp of approval
upon John’s baptism and set the example
for us by undergoing the ritual Himself
(Matthew 3:13–17). The Father likewise
expressed His favor with Jesus’baptism by
saying through an angel immediately after-
ward that Jesus was His beloved Son in
whom He was “well pleased” (verse 17).

J e s u s ’ disciples continued to baptize
in a similar manner to John until the
death and resurrection of their Master,
when the practice took on newer and
deeper significance.

( J o h n ’s baptism did not make available
the Holy Spirit. Later we have an example
which shows the necessity of rebaptism in
the name of Jesus for some who had under-
gone only the baptism of John—Acts
1 9 : 1 – 6 . )

In Matthew 28:19–20, Jesus com-
manded that the apostles go into all nations
preaching the gospel and baptizing the dis-
ciples. They followed Christ’s command
and they themselves both stressed the
importance of baptism and explained its
meaning in their preaching and teaching.

The Command 
Jesus Christ is our example to follow in
all things. Not only is He our Savior, but

He is our Lord, Master, soon-coming
King, and the Captain of our Salvation.
Therefore, we need to think in terms of
following in His footsteps, walking as He
walked. “For to this you were called,
because Christ also suffered for us, leav-
ing us an example, that you should follow
His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

Why did Jesus go to John and ask to be
baptized? It was not for repentance of sin,
because He never sinned. The statement
“to fulfill all righteousness” means to
accomplish what God gave Him to do.
Jesus saw His baptism as furthering God’s
work  (Matthew 3:13–15).

Jesus was baptized because He was
personally confessing the sin of the nation,
as Nehemiah, Ezra, Moses, and Daniel had
done. He was showing support for what
John was doing, and He was inaugurating
His own public ministry. Jesus, the perfect
man, didn’t need baptism for sin, but He
accepted it in obedient service to the
F a t h e r, and God showed His approval
(Matthew 3:16,17).

After Jesus was resurrected, He gave
instructions to His twelve apostles (Mark
16:15,16). Notice the fate of those who do
not believe and are not baptized. T h e r e f o r e ,
it was Jesus Christ Himself that commands
baptism. Please read Matthew’s version of
this command given by Jesus (Matthew
2 8 : 1 9 , 2 0 ) .

On the Day of Pentecost, when the
New Testament church began, the apostle
Peter gave an inspired sermon that pricked
the hearts of the people (Acts 2:14–40).
The people were so upset, they asked,
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
Peter then said unto them, “Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name
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of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

If we are to be saved from the death
penalty of sin, we must repent and be
baptized for the remission of those sins.
Baptism symbolizes to God our belief
and faith in the death, burial, and resur-
rection of Christ for our sin. Also it is
symbolic of putting to death the old
sinning self by burying it under water.

It is easy to say that we repent and
believe in Jesus Christ, but will we be
obedient and publicly be immersed in
water through baptism? Not only is
baptism a symbol of the change in our
life to one of obedience, but it is also a
test of our obedience. Water baptism,
then, is a required part of the way to
s a l v a t i o n .

Fina l Instruc tions
God has not gone far off some-

where. It should become clear to you
as you study His Word, the Bible, that
He is very near to you, and is very
interested in your welfare and
progress. The reason many prayers
are not answered is that those who
pray do not really understand or know
the true God. They think of God as
some far- o ff, vague, ethereal, unde-
finable Something. They do not think
of God as a real personality who is
actively sustaining the whole universe
which He created and made.

God is the active, law-giving
Ruler of the universe. He reveals
Himself in His Word, the Bible, and
clearly shows us what kind of God He
is. He tells us how we should worship
Him, and informs us how we should
obey Him, and what He has promised
to do for us.

It is of paramount importance that
we take His Word literally. It should
be meaningful to each one of us in a
personal way. God means what He
says. 

Jesus certainly understood this.
He said, “Your word is truth” (John

17:17). All of the apostles lived their
lives and constantly taught and acted
as if God’s Word was literally true.

We constantly have choices to
make. Will we choose to obey Jesus
and live by every word of God
(Matthew 4:4), or will we listen to the
cacophony of different ideas of men?

If we expect to get results in our
prayers, we must believe the God of
the Bible. We must believe that it is
truth, and be willing to allow the truth
to guide our lives. 

We must seek the true God
through our prayers and our study of
His Word to learn His command-
ments, and then we must act on the
revealed Word by putting it to use in
our lives. In other words, we must
believe the Bible. This is one of the
keys to effective prayers.

Before beginning this lesson, have
you prayed for God’s guidance, asking
Him to open your heart and mind to
understand the message He has for
you? Are you willing to accept the
correction to your life this lesson may
bring? Are you grateful to God for His
loving compassion for you? Have you
found a quiet place for your Bible
study? Do you have your Bible at
hand and paper for your own personal
notes? If so, you are ready!

Understanding Baptism
The biblical passage concerning

water baptism and its importance is
found in Acts 2:36–41. The apostle
Peter gave an inspired sermon on the
Day of Pentecost in which he con-
victed the hearts of his listeners for
having put the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
to death. Thousands heard that mes-
sage and became filled with guilt and
shame for their part in this act of
t r e a c h e r y. Their spontaneous cry
was, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do?” (verse 37). A very honest
q u e s t i o n .

When people come to recognize,
as this first-century group did, that

they have been living contrary to the
commandments of the Lord their God
who created them, what should they
do as individuals, and as a nation?

P e t e r’s answer to them was,
“Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit” (verse 38).

Previous lessons have made clear
the necessity for repentance and faith
for salvation. The next step, as we are
shown by Peter, is baptism.

Even though the Scriptures are
quite clear about the method of bap-
tism, there is much confusion in the
world about how baptism should be
done. Some religious groups sprinkle,
p o u r, immerse—but what does the
Bible tell us regarding this command-
ed practice?

The word s p r i n k l e occurs a num-
ber of times in the New Te s t a m e n t ,
but always in connection with the
blood of Christ, and never to baptism.
The word p o u r i n g also appears sever-
al times, but not in relation to bap-
t i s m .

The word b a p t i z e is not an
English word per se. When translating
the New Testament from Greek to
English the translators left this word
untranslated. The Greek word is b a p -
t i z o. The definition of the word b a p -
t i z e is “i m m e r s e.” It means “plunge
into” or “put into.” It does not mean
“sprinkle” or “pour.” The Greek word
for “sprinkle” is r a n i t z o, and “pour”
is c h e o. Therefore, sprinkling and
pouring are not forms of baptism.
I m m e r s i o n, being placed fully under
w a t e r, is. Water baptism has great
symbolic meaning, as this lesson will
make clear.

R e v i e w
1. The strongest statement for water 

baptism is found in Acts 2:38.
2. Many people ask what they should 

do to be saved.
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3. Peter told several thousand people 
to “repent and be baptized.”

4. T h e re is confusion or outright dis-
obedience in the manner in which
baptism is done.

5. While the words s p r i n k l e and p o u r
a re used in the New Te s t a m e n t
they are never used in re g a rd to 
baptism. Only the concept of
immersion is.

S c r i p t u res to Re a d, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite .

1 Peter 2:21; Mark 16:15,16; Matthew
28:19,20; Acts 2:36–41; John 17:17;
Matthew 4:4

Baptism by Immersion
The reason John the Baptist was

baptizing in the Aenon River was the
fact that baptizing requires “much
water” (John 3:23). If John were only
sprinkling or pouring, a river of water
would not be necessary.

Jesus of course had no sins to
repent of, but He allowed John to bap-
tize Him, setting an example for us to
follow (Matthew 3:13; 1 Peter 2:21).

The baptism of Jesus proves that
He was fully immersed, for He “w e n t
up straightway out of the water.” If
sprinkling or pouring were used, He
would not have come “up...out” of it
(Matthew 3:16)!

In the book of Acts, when Philip
baptized the eunuch, they both went
into the water. If sprinkling or pour-
ing were being used, Philip could
have stood on the bank and leaned
over to get the necessary water to
sprinkle or pour.

These two examples show that
the early New Testament church
Jesus established practiced total
immersion when baptizing (Acts
8:38; Matthew 28:19,20).

R e v i e w
1. Baptism re q u i res much water.
2. Jesus was immersed, and came up

out of the water.

3. Jesus also set an example for us to 
f o l l o w.

4. Philip had no need to go down
into the water with the eunuch if
m e re sprinkling or pouring water 
w e re the custom.

5. The New Testament church prac-
ticed total immersion.

S c r i p t u res to Rea d, 
R e m e m b e r, and Re cite .

John 3:23; Matthew 3:13–15; A c t s
8:38; Matthew 28:19,20

Me aning of Baptism
The act of baptism is symbolic, and

we need to understand this symbolism.
Water baptism has no magical power;
h o w e v e r, God requires this simple
physical act of obedience if we are to
become His sons and daughters and
receive His Holy Spirit.

Baptism is an outward ceremony or
sign of an inward repentance. It shows
forth one’s willingness and desire to
put away his or her old life and begin
living a new life of obedience to God
on a permanent basis.

The apostle Paul tells us that after
Jesus was crucified for our sins, His
dead body was buried, and then He
rose again the third day (1 Corinthians
15:3,4; Romans 8:11). Jesus was in the
heart of the earth, “the grave,” for three
days and three nights, but then was
made alive and given immortal life by
G o d ’s Spirit  (Matthew 12:38–40). His
resurrection shows He triumphed over
sin and death.

Baptism is symbolic of one’s
death, burial, and resurrection from
the grave (Colossians 2:12,13;
Romans 6:3–13). Just as Jesus died
for our sins and was buried, in like
fashion, symbolically, our baptism—
immersion in a watery grave—pic-
tures the death and burial of our old
sinful life. So also as Jesus was res-
urrected in newness of life, our com-
ing up out of the waters of baptism is
symbolic of our rising out of the

grave to live a new life of obedience
to God. We are now free from the
guilt of past sins and the death penal-
ty those sins demanded.

At baptism we begin living as a
follower of Christ, surrendered to
God. We walk in “newness of life.”
After baptism we consider ourselves
as dead, so far as sin is concerned,
but alive to God through His Son
Jesus Christ (Romans 6:11 ) .

Once we are baptized and receive
the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ begins to
live within us through His Spirit
(Romans 8:9,10; Colossians
1 : 2 7 – 2 9 ) .

We now have the spiritual
strength we need to yield ourselves to
God and resist the influence of the
world,  the flesh, and the devil. A l s o
G o d ’s Spirit furnishes us the faith and
love of God to obey His spiritual law
(Romans 5:5; 13:10). 

The apostle Paul gave us this
beautiful statement: “I have been cru-
cified with Christ; it is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20).

Baptism requires a total surren-
d e r, which takes place after a heart-
felt repentance and the recognition
that we are worthy of death because
of our sins. 

Our willingness to humble our-
selves and do what Jesus did in the
ordinance of baptism is essential.
“He that is baptized shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16).

R e v i e w
1. Baptism is an outward sign of an 

i n w a rd re p e n t a n c e .
2. It demonstrates a desire to give up 

our old life and begin living a new 
life of obedience to God.

3. After three days and three nights 
in the grave, Jesus was made 
a l i v e .
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4. He triumphed over sin and death.
5. Being brought up out of the waters

of baptism is symbolic of being
b rought out of the grave to live a
new life of obedience. 

6. We are free from the guilt of past
sins and from the death penalty
those sins have incurre d .

7. G o d ’s Spirit provides the stre n g t h
to resist sinful influences.

8. Baptism is an expression of our 
repentance from sin and our 
d e s i re to bury our old sinful life.

9. Baptism is an ordinance by which
we express our faith in Jesus 
Christ as our personal Savior.

S c r i p t u res to Rea d, 
R e m e m b e r, and Rec ite .

1 Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 8:11 ;
Matthew 12:38–40;  Colossians
2:12,13; Romans 6:3–13; Acts 2:38;
Romans 8:9,10; Colossians 1:27–29;
Romans 5:5; 13:10; Galatians 2:20 

In the Na me of Jesus Christ
There is no salvation through any

other person or savior than Jesus
Christ. The Bible says, “Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is n o
other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be
saved”  (Acts 4:12).

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus
baptized more disciples than John
(John 3:22; 4:1). But in actual fact
we find that it was not Jesus that did
the work of baptizing these people,
but it was His disciples that did it for
Him (John 4:2).

When the repentant believers
were baptized, they were baptized
“in the name of Jesus”—in other
words, by His authority. When you
do anything in another’s name you
do it by his express permission. T h e
disciples of Jesus did the baptizing
for Him, by His authority and in His
name, and that was the same as if
Jesus had actually done it Himself.
Ministers of Jesus Christ do all

things in His name (Acts 10:48).

R e v i e w
1. T h e re is no other name under

heaven by which we must be 
s a v e d .

2. J e s u s ’ disciples did the baptizing 
for Him.

3. They baptized repentant believers 
by the authority of Jesus Christ.         

S c r i p t u res to Re a d, 
R e m e m b e r, and Re cite .

Acts 4:12; John 3:22; John 4:1,2;
Acts 10:48; Colossians 3:17

Into the N am e!
In Matthew 28:19, we find repen-

tant believers are to be baptized “in”
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
S p i r i t .

O b s e rv a t i o n : The inspired Greek
word translated  “i n” is e i s. This word
actually means “ i n t o.” The one who is
baptized becomes the possession of,
and comes under the protection of, the
one whose name he bears. T h e r e f o r e ,
Matthew 28:19 should be translated:
“...baptizing them i n t o the name of
the  F a t h e r, and of the S o n and of the
Holy Spirit.” It is done in the name,
by the authority, of Jesus Christ.

When God’s ministers baptize in
the name of Jesus Christ, they are not
baptizing the baptismal candidate into
any humanly devised organization or
denomination, but into the very G o d
F a m i l y, into the name of the F a t h e r,
the S o n , and the Holy Spirit.

R e v i e w
1. We have learned that we are bap-

tized into the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

2. G o d ’s ministers do this in the 
name and by the authority of Jesus 
C h r i s t .

3. In so doing the baptismal candi-
date becomes the possession of
and under the protection of the
One whose name he bears.

S c r i p t u res to Re a d , 
R e m e m b e r, and Rec ite .

Matthew 28:19

Being Put in the Churc h
Believe it or not—and we must

believe it—after baptism and the lay-
ing on of hands to receive the Holy
Spirit, we become members of the
divine Family of God.

Few professing Christians under-
stand that one must first be begotten,
then born, into the Family of God. A s
a matter of fact we are now God’s
children, though only begotten, still
subject to the possibility of a spiritu-
al miscarriage. “Beloved, now we
are children of God...we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is”
(1 John 3:2).

It is interesting to compare spiri-
tual birth with physical birth. T h e
physical birth begins with a begettal.
Then there is a development period
of some nine months, and then the
birth. The spiritual birth is similar.
First a spiritual begettal, then nur-
tured by God’s Spirit, a period of
spiritual growth and development in
the “womb” of the church, and final-
ly the appearance of immortal, glori-
fied, spirit-composed sons and
daughters of God at Christ’s Second
Coming (1 Corinthians 15:49–52; 2
Corinthians 6:18).

Jesus promised His disciples the
baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:
5). On the Day of Pentecost the Holy
Spirit came and sat upon 120 disci-
ples, and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–4). Also there
were an additional 3000 souls who
were baptized (Acts 2:41).

G o d ’s true church is called the
body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12:12,27; Colossians 1:18). We can-
not join this true church of God; we
must be put into it by God  (1
Corinthians 12:13).

The apostle Paul pointed out that

Ho m e Bib le Stu dy C ourse
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we must have the Spirit of Christ
dwelling in us, or we do not belong
to Him (Romans 8:9). We only
become Christ’s when the Holy Spirit
comes into us!

All the members are held togeth-
er by the same common bond, and
that bond is God’s Holy Spirit.

So it is possible for someone to
associate with the members of the
body of Christ and still not be a part
of the body. Only God knows who
has truly repented. Only God knows
who He has given His Spirit to.

It is the receiving of the H o l y
Spirit of God that immerses us, puts
us into, the church of God.

R e v i e w
1. After baptism and the laying on of 

hands to receive the Holy Spirit, 
we become members of God’s
divine family.

2. When Jesus Christ appears, we
shall be like Him.

3. We shall be God’s sons and daugh-
ters—a part of the God family.

4. One hundred and twenty disciples
w e re filled with the Holy Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecost.

5. T h ree thousand souls were bap-
tized also on the Day of Pentecost.

6. G o d ’s true church is called the
body of Christ.

7. Only God can put us into His
c h u rc h .

8. It is the receiving of the Holy
Spirit that puts us into the church 
of God.

S c r i p t u res to Rea d, 
R e m e m b e r, and Re cite .

1 John 3:2; 1 Corinthians 15:49–52; 2
Corinthians 6:18; Acts 1:5; 2:1–4,41;
1 Corinthians 12:12,27; Colossians
1:18; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Romans
8:9. ❏
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Noah’s Esc a pe 
by Water

I n th e  O ld Test a m e nt w e fin d a n inte r-

estin g typ e , or foresh a d o w , o f N e w

Test a m e nt w a te r b a ptism throug h th e

story o f N o a h a n d th e  Ark. G o d m a ny

tim es in th e  Bib le uses sym b o lic exa m p les

to t e a c h His p e o p le pro foun d truths.

As m e n b e g a n to multip ly u p on th e

f a c e o f th e  e a rth , th e y turn e d to gre a t

w ic k e d n ess. T h e  Lo rd  G o d  s a w h o w

gre a t th e  w ic k e d n ess h a d b e c o m e , a n d

th a t e vil thou g hts a n d im a g in a tions fille d

th e h e a rt (m in d) o f e v e ryon e ( G e n esis

6:5).

A ll this w ic k e d n ess a n d e vil m a d e

G o d sorry th a t He h a d m a d e hum a nkin d ,

a n d “H e w a s g ri e v e d i n His h e a rt”

( G e n esis 6:6). G o d h a s f a r gre a te r f e e l-

in gs a n d e m otions th a n m a nkin d .

Be c a use o f m a n ’s w ic k e d n ess, G o d

d e te rm in e d to b lot out m a nkin d a n d a ni-

m a ls a s w e ll. G o d w a s v e ry grie v e d . In

Num b e rs 23:19 w e a re a d vise d th a t G o d

is not a  m a n th a t He should re p e nt.

G o d ’s a tt itu d e  t o w a r d  sin n e v e r

c h a n g es. It is a lw a ys th e  s a m e . So His a tti-

tu d e to w a rd g e nuin e re p e nt a n c e , f a ith ,

a n d w orship—th a t whic h is in sp irit a n d in

truth (John 4:23)—is a lw ays th e  s a m e

( G e n esis 6:7). Th e m e a ns b y whic h G o d

d e te rm in e d to d estroy m a n a n d b e a st

w a s b y a  gre a t flo o d o f w a te r ( G e n esis

6:17).

Th e w ic k e d w orld o f N o a h ’s tim e w a s

g o in g to re c e iv e th e  w a g es th e ir sins

e a rn e d . “For th e  w a g es o f sin is d e a th”

(R o m a n  6:23). H o w e v e r, N o a h f oun d

gr a c e in G o d ’s e y es, b e c a use h e  c on-

st a ntly a n d c o nsist e ntly resp o nd e d to

G o d in o b e d ie n c e , a n d re p e nte d wh e n

h e m isse d th e  m a rk. N o a h w a s id e ntifie d

a s b e in g just, rig hte ous, a nd  p e rf e  c  t ,

m e a nin g He w a s m a ture in his b e h a vior

to w a rd G o d , w a lkin g w ith Him in inte grity

( G e n esis 6:8,9; 2 Pe te r 2:5).

G o d w a nte d N o a h s a v e d b e c a use

N o a h truly w a lk e d w ith Him . G o d g a v e

him instru c tions for th e  c onstru c tion o f a n

e norm ous ship in whic h h e  a n d his f a m ily

w e re to esc a p e th e  gre a t flo o d , whic h

w a s th e  p unishm e nt th e  rest o f th e  w orld

w ould re c e iv e for d iso b e d ie n c e ( G e n esis

6:14-16). N o a h resp on d e d in his b e lie f

a n d f a ith by g o in g to w ork im m e d i a te ly,

p e rform in g a ll th a t G o d h a d c o m m a n d-

e d him to d o ( G e n esis 6:22; He bre ws

11:7).

By c o m p a rin g  G e n e sis 5:32 w ith

G e n esis 7:11, w e c a n se e th a t N o a h

l a b ore d for ov e r on e hun dre d y e a rs to

c o m p le te  th e  Ark. C a n you im a g in e a ll

th e  rid ic ule N o a h must h a v e  re c e iv e d

d urin g th a t tim e ? Think a b out th e  a rg u-

m e nts h e  m ig ht h a v e h a d w ith th e  lo c a l

w e a th e r m a n . Th e b ib lic a l t ext se e ms to

im p ly th a t no on e h a d e v e r se e n r a in , so

why should it r a in? If in d e e d no on e h a d

e v e r se e n a  flo o d o f w a te r, why should it

flo o d ? Th e n e wsc a st e rs o f th e  d a y pro b-

a b ly re f e rre d to him a s “th a t c r azy o ld

m a n ,” a n d his f a m ily a s b e in g nothin g

m o re th a n u ne d u c a t e d , bro w - b e  a  t e  n

fo llo w e rs. But N o a h c ontinu e d trustin g in

G o d , a n d b e lie vin g in G o d , in sp it e  o f

n e v e r h a vin g se e n it r a in or flo o d . N o a h

h a d “SA VIN G  F A ITH.”

N o a h w a s f a i th ful t o  G o d  a n d

b e lie v e d wh a t G o d s a id . He  resp on d e d

o b e d ie ntly a n d b uilt th e  Ark G o d h a d

instru c te d him to b uild . He  w a s th e re fore

s a v e d fro m th e  d e lu g e o f w a te r whic h

w a s th e  gr a v e f o r th e  sin ning  w o rl d ,

whic h th e y h a d e a rn e d by th e ir w ic k e d-

n ess. N o a h ’s esc a p e typ ifies our s a lv a tion

fro m sin ’s p e n a lty by th e  w a te rs o f N e w

Test a m e nt b a ptism (1 Pe te r 3:20,21). 

It is c le a r th a t in b oth c a ses, th e  s a v-

in g o f N o a h a n d his f a m ily in th e  O ld

Test a m e nt tim es a n d th e  s a vin g o f p e o-

p le no w in N e w Test a m e nt tim es, o b e d i-

e n c e a n d f a ith in G o d a re re q uire d . He

te sts th a t o b e d ie n c e  a n d  f a ith w ith

w a te r. For N o a h , th e  b uild in g o f a n Ark to

surviv e th e  w a te r; in our c a se , b a ptism—

b e in g su b m e rg e d in w a te r, a n d c o m in g

u p out o f a  w a te ry gr a v e to w a lk in n e w-

n ess o f lif e (Ro m a ns 6:4).

In th e  N e w Test a m e nt tim es w e liv e

in , G o d c o m m a n ds m a n to b e  b a ptize d

in w a te r. If w e h a v e f a ith in G o d a n d
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o b e y Him a n d su b m it to b a ptism , w e

c a n b e  s a v e d , re c e ivin g th e  Ho ly Sp irit,

th e  s a m e Sp irit th a t s a v e d C hrist. N o a h

w a s s a v e d fro m a  p hysic a l d e a th in his

tim e . W e c a n b e  s a v e d for ALL ETERNITY,

b e in g r a ise d u p in th e  first resurre c tion ,

a n d m e e tin g Jesus C hrist in th e  a ir (1

C orinthi a ns 15:52).

Isra el’s Ba ptism

T h e c rossin g o f th e  Re d  Se a  w a s fo r

Isr a e l a  ty p e  o f b a p tism . This b a p-

tism th e y exp e rie n c e d  is a n oth e r O ld

Te st a m e n t a n a l o g y wh ic h p o in ts to

N e w Te st a m e nt b a p tism . Th e  Isr a e lit es

w e re sl a v es t o Ph a r a o h in Eg y pt. Th e y

w e  re c a pture d a n d  sn a re d by Ph a r a oh

d urin g th e ir tim e , just a s sinn e rs c a n b e

s n a  re d a n d t a k e n c a ptiv e by S a t a n th e

d e vil d urin g this tim e if th e y f a il to

re p e nt a nd  sh o w o b e d i e n c e to  G o d  (2

T im ot hy 2:25,26). The y w e r e p o w e rl ess

u n d e r Ph a r a oh ’s t a sk m a st e rs just a s a

sinn e r is u n d e r th e  p o w e r o f S a t a n .

G o d  c o m m a n d e d Isr a e l to  c o m e

out o f Eg y pt (sin) a nd  Isr a e l o b e y e d .

Un d e r th e  g u id a n c e  o f M oses th e y

b e g a n th e ir exo d us o ut o f Eg yp t, a ft e r

first a p p lyin g  th e  b lo o d o f a  lit e r a l l a m b

to  th e ir d o or p osts. In lik e m a nn e r, w e

must w illin g ly b e g in our e xo d us out o f

sin a s so on a s w e  a c c e pt th e  b lo o d o f

C hrist wh o is our Pa ssov e r L a m b to d a y

(1 C orinthi a ns 5:7). Th e ir “f ors a k in g ”  o f

Egyp t (sin) is a  TYPE o f our re p e  n t a  n c  e

f ro m sin .

In th e  b e g innin g o f th e ir exo d us th e

Isr a e lit es w e r e  e l a te d to  b e  le a vin g

Egypt (sin) b e hin d th e m . Th e y le ft w ith a

“hig h h a n d ,” m e a nin g th e y w e re full o f

joy, exp e c tin g a ll th e ir trou b les to b e

ov e r w ith sin c e th e y w e re d e liv e re d fro m

th e b o n d a g e o f sin (Ph a r a o h a n d

Egypt). Unkno wn to th e m w a s Ph a r a oh ’s

c h a n g e o f h e a rt fro m h a rd to h a rd e r,

a n d his d e te rm in a tion to brin g th e m

b a c k into c a ptivity (Exo d us 14:8,9). SIN ,

in th e  g uise o f Ph a r a oh a n d his a rmy,

w a s a ft e r th e m .

Th e a ttitu d e o f m a ny to d a y is th a t

G o d h a s d on e e v e rythin g for C hristi a ns

a n d th e y h a v e nothin g to d o . Th e y e v e n

b e lie v e G o d d id a w a y w ith His l a w a n d

th a t th e y a re fre e to liv e a s th e y p le a se .

Th e y d o not re a lize  th a t th e y a re in th e

s a m e p osition a s Isr a e l o f o ld , w ith sin

e v e r c h a sin g a ft e r th e m . Be c a use th e y

h a v e a c c e pte d C hrist a n d His b lo o d for

th e  re m ission o f th e ir sins th e y think th e y

a re no w fre e fro m sin just a s th e  Isr a e lit es

a ssum e d th e y w e re fre e fro m sl a v e ry

a n d b on d a g e in Egypt (1 John 2:4; 3:4;

5:3; Ep h esi a ns 2:10).

G o d c a ll e d  a n d c hos e M os es, g iv-

in g h im th e res p onsi b ility o f l e a d in g

Isr a e l out o f Egypti a n b on d a g e  (Exo d us

3:10; A c ts 7:35). It is inte r estin g t o  no te

th a t M oses is r e f e  r r e d to  a s a  ty p e  o f

C hrist . A lso , th e  w or d “Pro p h e t ” r e f e  r s

t o C hrist ( A c ts 7:37) . Luk e , w ritin g h e r e

in th e  Bo ok o f A c ts, is exp l a inin g  to us

M os e s ’  p ro p h e c y o f th e  c o m i n g

M e ssi a h , J esus C hrist. M oses sa id , “Him

y ou sh a ll h e a r” (A c ts 3: 20-22).

So w e  s e e v e ry c l e a rly th a t th e

a n a lo g y o f M oses b e in g  se nt to d e liv e r

the  Isr a e lit es fro m “ p hysic a l b o n d a g e ”

w a s a  T Y P E p o intin g  to  C hrist , wh o m G o d

s e nt to d e liv e r re p e nt a nt b e lie v e rs fro m

s p iritu a l “ b o n d a g e .”

In s p it e  o f th e  m ir a c le  o f p l a g u es

G o d  s e nt to  fr e e th e  c h ild re n o f Isr a e l

f ro m sl a v e ry th e y still c o nti nu e d  t o

sh o w little  f a ith in G o d (Exo d us 14:12) .

M ose s, wh o  w a s a  typ e  o f J esus C hr ist ,

t o ld  th e m not t o  h a v e  a ny f e a r, a n d t o

st a n d  still a n d s e e th e  s a lv a tio n o f th e

L o r d  (Exo d us 14:13, 14) . G o d t e lls M os es

t o sto p c ry in g u nto Hi m a n d to  t e ll th e

p e o p le t o “ g o  fo rw a rd ”  (Exo d us 14:15) .

In lik e  m a nn e r to d a y, G o d  is t e llin g

r e p e nt a nt b e li e v e rs, in  ord e r to  re c  e  i v e

s a lv a ti on , to  G O  F O RWA RD IN OBEDI-

E N C E t o  Hi m , tru stin g Hi m a n d  His

P o w e  r, th e  Ho ly S p irit , to  d e liv e r th e m .

In Exo d us 14:19,20 th e  A n g e l o f t h e

L o r d  in  a  c l o u d  w e nt b e f o re  th e

Isr a e lit es, l e a d in g th e  w a y . N o w it w e nt

b e hin d th e m to  s e p a r a te  th e m fro m

th e ir e n e m i es a n d t o p rot e c t th e m .

O n c e our p a st sins a r e fo r g iv e n , w e

th e n n e e d  h e l p t o r e m a in fre e  fro m sin

in th e  futur e . W e re c e iv e t h a t h e l p

wh e n G o d g iv es us His Ho ly Sp irit. Th e

Ho ly Sp irit w ill c onvic t our m in ds, h e lp in g

us to resist g ivin g in to sin . It w ill not d o

th e  w ork for us. W e must d o th e  w ork, for

it is b y resist a n c e to sin a n d th e  lust o f

th e  flesh in this w orld th a t w e b uild g o d ly

c h a r a c te r. Resistin g sin a n d th e  lust o f

th e  flesh is not w orkin g for s a lv a tion . We

c a nnot e a rn e te rn a l lif e ; it is a  g ift o f

G o d . But w e c a nnot re c e iv e th e  g ift o f

e te rn a l lif e while a t th e  s a m e tim e e a rn-

in g th e  w a g es o f sin whic h is d e a th

(Ro m a ns 6:23).

Wh e n M oses b y th e  p o w e r o f G o d

d ivid e d th e  Re d Se a  to a llo w th e  c hil-

dre n o f Isr a e l to w a lk a c ross on dry

groun d , th e y h a d a p p a re ntly ov e rc o m e

th e ir f e a r a n d th e y w e nt forw a rd in f a ith ,

trustin g G o d to k e e p th e  w a lls o f w a te r

on e a c h sid e o f th e m fro m p lun g in g

d o wn u p on th e m  (Exo d us 14:21 ,22;

Ps a lm 78:53; He bre ws 11:29). 

Ph a r a oh a n d his a rmy, re prese nt a-

tiv e o f “sin ,” c ontinu e d to p ursu e th e m .

O n c e th e  c hildre n o f Isr a e l w e re s a f e ly

a c ross th e  Re d Se a , M oses, a t th e  c o m-

m a n d o f G o d , stre tc h e d forth his h a n d

ov e r th e  se a  a n d th e  w a lls o f w a te r

p lu n g e d  d o wn u p o n th e  Eg yp ti a ns,

d estroyin g th e m a ll. Ph a r a oh a n d his

a rmy, re prese ntin g sin , w e re b urie d in a

w a te ry gr a v e .

Th is h isto ri c e v e nt ty p ifie s t h e  sy m-

b o lism o f C hristi a n b a p tism . “Kno w in g

t his, th a t  o ur o l d  m a n  [o u r c a r n a  l

n a  t u re ] w a s c ru c ifie d [sl a in , a n d b uri e d

by b a ptism] w ith Him [ C  h r i s t], th a t th e

b o dy o f sin m i g ht b e  d on e  a w a y w ith ,

th a t w e sh o uld  n o l o n g e r b e  sl a v e s o f

sin”  (R o m a ns 6:6).

T his O l d  Te s t a m e nt a n a l o g y  is

c le a rly se e n in N e w Te st a m e nt b a p-

tis m . A ls o Isr a e l ’s d e li v e r a n c e  fro m

Eg y p t (sin ) a n d  th e  d e str u c tio n o f

Ph a r a o h a n d h is a r m y in th e  w a te rs o f

th e  R e d S e a  a re  p l a in ly a  ty p e  o f

C h risti a n b a p tism to d a y . “ M o re o v e  r,

b re t h r e n , I d o n ot w a nt  yo u t o  b e

u n a  w a  r e  t h a t  a l l o u r f a th e rs w e r e

u n d e r th e  c l ou d , a ll p a ss e d  t hro u g h

th e  se a . A ll w e r e b a p tiz e d int o M os e s

in th e  c l o u d  a n d  in th e  s e a ”  (1

C o rinth i a ns 10:1 ,2). ❏
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1 . Those who heard Peter’s sermon 
were pricked in their heart.

2 . The people said, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?”

3 . This event took place on the 
morning of the Passover.

4. Peter answered them and said, 
“Just believe and you will be 
s a v e d . ”

5. John was baptizing at the Aenon 
river because he needed much
w a t e r.

6. Jesus had to be baptized because 
He was a sinner also.

7. Jesus came up out of the water.
8. John always sprinkled or poured

when he baptized others.

9. The church that Jesus established 
baptized by total immersion.

10. Jesus said He would be in the 
heart of the earth for three days
and three nights.

11. We can’t expect to be raised up as 
Jesus was raised up. That would 
be impossible.

12. We do not have to give up our old 
sinful life because Jesus loves us 
n o w.

13. Baptism is symbolic of one’s 
death, burial, and resurrection.

14. We don’t have to walk in newness 
of life because we are alive now.

15. Even after baptism, Jesus will not 
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live His life in us through the Holy Spirit.
16. God gives us the godly faith and love needed to 

obey His spiritual law.
17. The world, the flesh, and the devil can’t influence

us when we are Christians.
18. We can keep God’s law on our own if we have a

strong mind.
1 9 . We can just be baptized and repent later on when

we have time.
20. Those who are to be saved should be baptized.
21. There are many names and pathways we can take

to be saved.
22. Jesus baptized more disciples than John all by

H i m s e l f .
23. G o d ’s ministers baptize repentant believers by the 

authority of Jesus.
24. When we are baptized by God’s ministers, it is 

the same as if Jesus did it.
25. We should not be baptized into the name of the

church of God.
26. “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit” is a biblical 
s t a t e m e n t .

27. When you are baptized, you are baptized into the
church org a n i z a t i o n .

28. We can’t expect to be a part of God’s divine 
f a m i l y.

29. When we see Jesus we shall be like Him.
30. When Christ returns we can’t expect to be His

brothers and sisters.
31. We can join the church of God anytime we want.
32. Jesus never promised His disciples baptism by

the Holy Spirit.
33. We belong to Christ whether we have the Holy 

Spirit or not.
34. When the Holy Spirit comes into us we then

belong to Christ.
35. G o d ’s true church and the body of Christ are not 

the same thing.
36. We are all baptized into one body.
37. After Peter’s sermon, 3000 people were baptized.
38. Only God knows who has truly repented.
39. Only God knows who He has given His Spirit to.
40. The Scriptures say Jesus is the Head of the body.
41. Jesus is not the firstborn from the dead. ❏

( C h e c k your a nsw ers b e lo w)
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All Scripture quotations taken from the New King James Version except as noted. Text: Loren Chamberlain.


